
 

 

 

 

Lodi Memorial Library Book Club 2026    

 

January – Thursday 1/8/26 

All Creatures Great and Small – James Herriot, 442 pages  

For over forty years, generations of readers have thrilled to Herriot's marvelous 

tales, deep love of life, and extraordinary storytelling abilities. For decades, 

Herriot roamed the remote, beautiful Yorkshire Dales, treating every patient that 

came his way from smallest to largest, and observing animals and humans alike 

with his keen, loving eye.  In All Creatures Great and Small, we meet the young Herriot as he 

takes up his calling and discovers that the realities of veterinary practice in rural Yorkshire are 

very different from the sterile setting of veterinary school. Some visits are heart-wrenchingly 

difficult, such as one to an old man in the village whose very ill dog is his only friend and 

companion, some are lighthearted and fun, such as Herriot's periodic visits to the overfed and 

pampered Pekinese Tricki Woo who throws parties and has his own stationery, and yet others 

are inspirational and enlightening, such as Herriot's recollections of poor farmers who will 

scrape their meager earnings together to be able to get proper care for their working animals. 

From seeing to his patients in the depths of winter on the remotest homesteads to dealing with 

uncooperative owners and critically ill animals, Herriot discovers the wondrous variety and 

never-ending challenges of veterinary practice as his humor, compassion, and love of the 

animal world shine forth. James Herriot's memoirs have sold 80 million copies worldwide, and 

continue to delight and entertain readers of all ages.  

 
 
 
 
 



February – Thursday 2/12/26 
 
Becoming Madam Secretary  (First Female in a Presidential cabinet 
(FDR's). Her personal and professional life – 519 pages 
Raised on tales of her revolutionary ancestors, Frances Perkins arrives in New 

York City at the turn of the century, armed with her trusty parasol and an 

unyielding determination to make a difference. 

When she’s not working with children in the crowded tenements in Hell’s Kitchen, Frances 

throws herself into the social scene in Greenwich Village, befriending an eclectic group of 

politicians, artists, and activists, including the millionaire socialite Mary Harriman Rumsey, the 

flirtatious budding author Sinclair Lewis, and the brilliant but troubled reformer Paul Wilson, 

with whom she falls deeply in love. 

But when Frances meets a young lawyer named Franklin Delano Roosevelt at a tea dance, 

sparks fly in all the wrong directions. She thinks he’s a rich, arrogant dilettante who gets by on a 

handsome face and a famous name. He thinks she’s a priggish bluestocking and insufferable do-

gooder. Neither knows it yet, but over the next twenty years, they will form a historic 

partnership that will carry them both to the White House. 

Frances is destined to rise in a political world dominated by men, facing down the Great 

Depression as FDR’s most trusted lieutenant—even as she struggles to balance the demands of 

a public career with marriage and motherhood. And when vicious political attacks mount and 

personal tragedies threaten to derail her ambitions, she must decide what she’s willing to do—

and what she’s willing to sacrifice—to save a nation. 

 
March – Thursday, 3/12/26 

 

1000 White Women by Jim Fergus – 304 pages 

Based on an actual historical event but told through fictional diaries, this is the 
story of May Dodd―a remarkable woman who, in 1875, travels through the 
American West to marry the chief of the Cheyenne Nation. 
 
One Thousand White Women begins with May Dodd’s journey into an unknown 

world. Having been committed to an insane asylum by her blue-blood family for the crime of 
loving a man beneath her station, May finds that her only hope for freedom and redemption is 
to participate in a secret government program whereby women from “civilized” society become 
the brides of Cheyenne warriors. What follows is a series of breathtaking adventures―May’s 
brief, passionate romance with the gallant young army captain John Bourke; her marriage to 
the great chief Little Wolf; and her conflict of being caught between loving two men and living 
two completely different lives. 

 



April – Thursday, 4/9/26 

Perestroika in Paris by Jane Smiley -288 pages 

 Paras, short for "Perestroika," is a spirited racehorse at a racetrack west of Paris. 

One afternoon at dusk, she finds the door of her stall open and—she's a curious 

filly—wanders all the way to the City of Light. She's dazzled and often mystified by 

the sights, sounds, and smells around her, but she isn't afraid.  Soon she meets an 

elegant dog, a German shorthaired pointer named Frida, who knows how to get by without 

attracting the attention of suspicious Parisians. Paras and Frida coexist for a time in the city's 

lush green spaces, nourished by Frida's strategic trips to the vegetable market. They keep 

company with two irrepressible ducks and an opinionated raven. But then Paras meets a 

human boy, Etienne, and discovers a new, otherworldly part of Paris: the ivy-walled house 

where the boy and his nearly-one-hundred-year-old great-grandmother live in seclusion.  As the 

cold weather nears, the unlikeliest of friendships bloom. But how long can a runaway horse stay 

undiscovered in Paris? How long can a boy keep her hidden and all to himself? Jane Smiley's 

beguiling new novel is itself an adventure that celebrates curiosity, ingenuity, and the desire of 

all creatures for true love and freedom.  

 

 

May – Thursday 5/7/26 

Gone Before Goodbye by Reese Witherspoon & Harlan Cobin -  pages 

340 pages 

Maggie McCabe is on the brink. A highly skilled and renowned army combat 

surgeon, she has always lived life at the edge. But now, after a devastating series of 

personal tragedies, Maggie is thrown a lifeline by a former colleague, an elite 

surgeon whose anonymous clientele demand the best care money can buy - as well as absolute 

discretion. Halfway across the globe, one of the world's most mysterious men requires 

unconventional medical assistance. Desperate, and one of the few surgeons in the world skilled 

enough to take this job, Maggie enters his realm of unspeakable opulence and fulfills her end of 

the agreement. But when the patient suddenly disappears while still under her care, Maggie 

must become a fugitive herself - or she will be the next one who is... Gone Before Goodbye 

 

 

 

 



June – Thursday 6/11/26 

The Beekeeper of Aleppo by Christy Lefteri -- 317 pages 

 

The unforgettable love story of a mother blinded by loss and her husband who 
insists on their survival as they undertake the Syrian refugee trail to Europe. 
 
Nuri is a beekeeper; his wife, Afra, an artist. They live a simple life, rich in family 

and friends, in the beautiful Syrian city of Aleppo--until the unthinkable happens. When all they 
care for is destroyed by war, they are forced to escape. But what Afra has seen is so terrible she 
has gone blind, and so they must embark on a perilous journey through Turkey and Greece 
towards an uncertain future in Britain. On the way, Nuri is sustained by the knowledge that 
waiting for them is Mustafa, his cousin and business partner, who has started an apiary and is 
teaching fellow refugees in Yorkshire to keep bees. 
As Nuri and Afra travel through a broken world, they must confront not only the pain of their 
own unspeakable loss, but dangers that would overwhelm the bravest of souls. Above all, they 
must journey to find each other again. 
Moving, powerful, compassionate, and beautifully written, The Beekeeper of Aleppo is a 
testament to the triumph of the human spirit. It is the kind of book that reminds us of the 
power of storytelling. 

 
July – Thursday 7/9/26 

 

Lula Dean’s Little Library of Banned Books by Kirsten Miller – pages 

298 pages 

 Beverly Underwood and her arch enemy, Lula Dean, live in the tiny town of Troy, 

Georgia, where they were born and raised. Now Beverly is on the school board, 

and Lula has become a local celebrity by embarking on a mission to rid the public 

libraries of all inappropriate books—none of which she’s actually read. To replace the 

“pornographic” books she’s challenged at the local public library, Lula starts her own lending 

library in front of her home: a cute wooden hutch with glass doors and neat rows of the worthy 

literature that she’s sure the town’s readers need.  What Lula doesn’t know is that a local 

troublemaker has stolen her wholesome books, removed their dust jackets, and restocked 

Lula’s library with banned books: literary classics, gay romances, Black history, witchy spell 

books, Judy Blume novels, and more. One by one, neighbors who borrow books from Lula 

Dean’s library find their lives changed in unexpected ways. Finally, one of Lula Dean’s enemies 

discovers the library and decides to turn the tables on her, just as Lula and Beverly are running 

against each other to replace the town’s disgraced mayor.That’s when all the townspeople 

who’ve been borrowing from Lula’s library begin to reveal themselves. That's when the 

showdown that’s been brewing between Beverly and Lula will roil the whole town...and change 

it forever. 



 

August – Thursday 8/13/26 

Three Men in a Boat (to say nothing of the dog) by Jerome K. 

Jerome – 178 pages 

“Three Men in a Boat” is a funny story about three friends named J., George, and 

Harris. They decide to go on a boating trip along the Thames River to get away 

from their busy lives. During their journey, they face many funny problems like 

setting up a tent and meeting interesting people.  The book is a mix of humor, travel, and 

adventure, and it’s a great read if you want to relax and have a good laugh.  

Three Men in a Boat, published in 1889, became an instant success and has never been out of 

print. It has been adapted to films, TV, and radio shows, stage plays, and a musical, and 

influenced subsequent writers such as P. G. Wodehouse, James Thurber, and Nick Hornby. It 

ranks among The Guardian’s top one hundred best English novels of all time.  

 

September – Thursday 9/10/26 

The Widow by John Grisham – 400 pages 

Simon Latch is a lawyer in rural Virginia, making just enough to pay his bills while 

his marriage slowly falls apart. Then into his office walks Eleanor Barnett, an elderly 

widow in need of a new will. Apparently, her husband left her a small fortune, and 

no one knows about it.  Once he hooks the richest client of his career, Simon works 

quietly to keep her wealth under the radar. But soon her story begins to crack. When she is 

hospitalized after a car accident, Simon realizes that nothing is as it seems, and he finds himself 

on trial for a crime he swears he didn’t commit: murder. Simon knows he’s innocent. But he 

also knows the circumstantial evidence is against him, and he could spend the rest of his life 

behind bars. To save himself, he must find the real killer…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



October – Thursday 10/8/26 

 

Wonder of Lost Causes by Nick Trout – I440 pages 

In this unforgettable novel, a single mom and her chronically ill child receive a 

valuable lesson from an unlikely source—a very special dog who unexpectedly 

enters their lives and shows them that one person’s lost cause can be another’s 

greatest gift . . .Dr. Kate Blunt will do anything for her son, Jasper. Well, almost anything. Since 

Jasper has the incurable lung disease cystic fibrosis, Kate’s always told him he couldn’t get a 

dog. It’s a tough call, but she’s a single mom taking care of a kid who fights for every breath he 

takes. The daily medical routine that keeps Jasper alive is complicated enough. Worse still, 

Kate’s personal resolve runs contrary to her work as the veterinarian in charge of a Cape Cod 

animal shelter, where she is on a mission to find forever homes for dogs in desperate need.  

The scarred, mistreated wreck of a dog that turns up doesn’t stand a chance. Named Whistler, 

he’s too old, too ugly. But the dog forms an instantaneous bond with Jasper. Whistler never 

makes a sound, yet he speaks to Jasper in a myriad of mysterious ways. The clock’s ticking, the 

dog’s future hangs in the balance, and Jasper would do anything to find him a home; but 

Whistler has chosen them—for a reason. 

 

 

 

November – Thursday 11/12/26 

We Will Be Jaguars: A Memoir of My People by Nemonte Nenquimo 
-- 368 pages 
 

From a fearless, internationally acclaimed activist, We Will Be Jaguars is an 
impassioned memoir about an indigenous childhood, a clash of cultures, and the 
fight to save the Amazon rainforest and protect her people. 

Born into the Waorani tribe of Ecuador’s Amazon rainforest—one of the last to be contacted by 
missionaries in the 1950s—Nemonte Nenquimo had a singular upbringing. She was taught 
about plant medicines, foraging, oral storytelling, and shamanism by her elders. She played 
barefoot in the forest and didn’t walk on pavement, or see a car, until she t6was a teenager and 
left to study with an evangelical missionary group in the city.  
But after her ancestors began appearing in her dreams, pleading with her to return and 
embrace her own culture, she listened. Nenquimo returned to the forest and traditional ways 
of life and became one of the most forceful voices in climate change activism.  
Throughout We Will Be Jaguars, Nenquimo reveals a life story as rich, harsh, and vital as the 
Amazon rainforest itself. 
 

 

 



December – Thursday 12/10/26 

The Frozen River by Ariel Lawhon -- 432 pages  

A gripping historical mystery inspired by the life and diary of Martha Ballard, a 
renowned 18th-century midwife who defied the legal system and wrote herself 
into American history. 
Maine, 1789: When the Kennebec River freezes, entombing a man in the ice, 
Martha Ballard is summoned to examine the body and determine cause of death. 
As a midwife and healer, she is privy to much of what goes on behind closed 

doors in Hallowell. Her diary is a record of every birth and death, crime and debacle that 
unfolds in the close-knit community. Months earlier, Martha documented the details of an 
alleged rape committed by two of the town’s most respected gentlemen—one of whom has 
now been found dead in the ice. But when a local physician undermines her conclusion, 
declaring the death to be an accident, Martha is forced to investigate the shocking murder on 
her own. 
Over the course of one winter, as the trial nears, and whispers and prejudices mount, Martha 
doggedly pursues the truth. Her diary soon lands at the center of the scandal, implicating those 
she loves, and compelling Martha to decide where her own loyalties lie. 
Clever, layered, and subversive, Ariel Lawhon’s newest offering introduces an unsung heroine 
who refused to accept anything less than justice at a time when women were considered best 
seen and not heard. The Frozen River is a thrilling, tense, and tender story about a remarkable 
woman who left an unparalleled legacy yet remains nearly forgotten to this day. 
 

 

 

January 2027 – Thursday 1/7/27 

Ever Faithful: A Vintage National Parks Novel by Karen Barnett – 343 

pages 

Vibrant historic Yellowstone National Park comes to life in this romantic mystery 

about a man hiding the truth, braving the west to become something more--and 

the woman who must confront his deception.  A man who can't read will never 

amount to anything--or so Nate Webber believes. But he takes a chance to help his family by 

signing up for the new Civilian Conservation Corps, skirting the truth about certain 

"requirements." Nate exchanges the harsh Brooklyn streets for the wilds of Yellowstone 

National Park, curious if the Eden-like wonderland can transform him as well. Elsie Brookes was 

proud to grow up as a ranger's daughter, but she longs for a future of her own. After four years 

serving as a maid in the park's hotels, she still hasn't saved enough money for her college 

tuition. A second job, teaching a crowd of rowdy men in the CCC camp, might be the answer, 

but when Elsie discovers Nate's secret, it puts his job as camp foreman in jeopardy. Tutoring 

leads to friendship and romance, until a string of suspicious fires casts a dark shadow over their 

relationship. Can they find answers before all of their dreams go up in smoke? 


